1st Sireei West

James J, Hill was very aware of the
corrupt image held by Havre and
attempied to “clean up™ the town. Hill
Sy called for social change claiming
e Havre's image tarnished any chance to
entice outside investors. For a while,
the city did make an attempt ©0 become a reputable town,
however, the people of Havre still frequented the many
saloons, gambling halls, and the red light district om Havre's
west end of town along First Avenue and First Street.
Local entrepreneurs saw the potential the homestead boom
could provide and promoted Havre as well. The Havre
Industrial Association and the Havre
Business Association did their parts to
bring settlers to Havre, with -
promotional slogans such as “Boast- [TV RSESICES
Don't Knock™ and “Do it Habit of p = [
Havre™ and newspaper ads describing
Havre as a “City of Progress.”

Hawre Laundry / Havre Steam Laundry
34 1st Street

Havre Steam Laundry got its start in
1897 by then owner Joseph
Gussenhoven. After being bumnt out in
the fire of 1904, and before he could
rebuild, three men formed a corporation,
and started the Havre Steam Laundry here, The Havre Steam
Laundry continued to grow and expand.
By 1929, the Havre Steam Laundry
employed 26 people, had two delivery
trucks, and offered mail order service. In
1946, Ralph Slester bought the business,
and the Slecter family has had an interest
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| Hammer'n Hank's /Valley Motor Supply

e | 115151 Sirest
| _“ The Hank Tweeten building is a brick
Sl 7 T TRs | structure with its primary facade facing
"{-—%_ % | south to First Street (US Hwy #2). The
ik J=m " | three lots where this building is located
have been owned by various people over
the years. Originally, several shacks housed the women of
prostitution at this location. The west end lot boused Pacific Hide
and Fur around 1912, The newly organized Valley Motors opened
at 117 First Avenue in a newly constructed auto display room and
garage for Pontiac and Oakland. An adjoining building was
constructed around that same year, 1927, In March of 1931, the car
line, parts, oil, and gas sales were discontinued and it became
Valley Motor Supply, dealing in wholesale auto parts and
equipment, In 1958, Valley Motor Supply moved their retail store
i 235 West First Street. Northemn Tire I ?
moved into 115 First Street that same year.
The block up to the Ryan building
eventually became the Nordling and
Tweeten GMC Dealership, now the
building is Hammer n Hank™s Auto Body,

Ryan Building / Ryan Havre Mercantile Co.
42 Znd Avenue
The services provided by banks and
=% professional offices made up only a
portion of the downtown business. To
= accommodate the grocery needs of the
region, foodstuff wholesaler George 'W.
Eyvan constructed a large building of Havre brick, at 48 Second
Avenue in 1917, A year later, George and Rose Ryan incorporated
their Havre store as the Byan Havre Mercantile Company. The
business employed several lncal people and handled many
nationally known lines of canned , foodstuffs, and sundries.
The territory of the company included all of north-central Montana
serviced by local and regional salesmen.
Fyan's operated in this location fior
several years until they sold in 1974 to
Morthern Monlana Services Industries. In
later years, the building was remodeled
for offices and as the Downtowner Serve
Your Self Furniture,

Northern Home Essentials /
4 Pioneer Meat Market

218 1st Street

Excavation for this building, planned as a meat
market and office building, began the same vear
a5 the nei ing Broadwater-Pepin Building in
1906 to replace structures destroyed in the 1904
with interesting patterns of brick and the word
“Pioneer” emblazed on the front fagade was not
completed, however, until 1912, Lawrence K. Devlin, a past
manager of the Broadwater-MeCulloh Company of Fort
Asgsinniboine, had previously operated meat markets in various
Havre locations beginning in the 1890s, Devlin purchased the
meat market on the first floor and basement levels and offices on
the second floor. The offices were subleased to H.J. Meili, a real
estate who developed an addition
which includes part of the business district,
Devlin was president and manager until 1916 and
was a partner in the company with G.W., H.E,,
and Frank Brown until the H.P. Brown Realty of
Great Falls purchased the company in 1930.
Frank sold around 44 acres, once the location of
a farm and slaughterhouse, for the future college
now known as the MSU- Northern,

Town Square / Havre Hotel Block
Between 3rd & 4th Avenues on 15t Streel

The main anchor of this block in
downtown Havre was the Havre Hotel.
Prior to being the Havre Hotel, it was
known as the Windsor Hotel. The
Windsor Hotel was destroyed by fire in
1898, Shortly after the fire, the Broadwater-Pepin Company,
together with Abe and Sam Crosson, organized the Havre
Hotel and built a 50-room brick hotel on the same site. The
Havre Hobel cost 330,000 and featured gas Lighting, steam heat
and porcelain baths, In 1904, the Havre Hotel was one of many
downtown buildings lost to this devasiating fire. Steps to
rebuild were immediate. The new hotel opened March 10,
1905, The Hotel and surrounding businesses would again be
taken by fire in the early 1970"s. Today this half block area is
the community Town Square, & project of the Havre Area
Chamber of Commerce in partnership with Wells Fargo Bank,
Bear Paw Credit Union and many local community members

and businesses who confributed to the m
'
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project to bring it to a reality.
Community events, our Farmer's
Market, and a summer music series i
are hosted in the Square along with the
community Christmas Tree lighting.

1st Street East.

| First Sireet between Second Avenue
and Fourth Avenue served as the
main commercial street and Third
Avenue became the main avenue. In
January of 1904, a fire devastated
the business district of Havre. An
arsonist started the blaze late in the morning of January 14"
im the 200 block of First Street. The fire swepi through about
sixty businesses on First Street between Second and
Avenues. Only the recently-built Sﬂuril;r State Bank
building on the south side of First Street’s 3 block survived
the fire intact. Havre made several changes in the aftermath
of the fire. New buildings codes were passed that prohibited
the construction ol w frame bu and required brick
ar masonry construction with eight-inch thick walls in the
commercial district on First Street. A more efficient and
better fire department was
organized, new water works and
sewer systems were planned, and the [
streets improved. Onaly two days after
the fire, people who had lost their Tl
buildings and businesses began —
making plans to rebuild.

ourth

- '_"l.!hr_.:" ;?-_n-.

e —— e

= ¥ Hi-Line Radio Fellowship /
Havre National Bank
315 1st Street

The Havre National Bank opened on
June 14, 1910, with capitol of $50,000
and $10,000 surplus. Frank Chestaut
owned the buildings that originally housed the bank. A major
stockholder in the Havre Mational Bank was Louis J. Hill,
president of the Great Northern Railway. The new building was
completed in 1911 and the first floor was
devoled to the bank. Massive fixtores and
furniture along with marble counters with brass
lattice work supported the rich appearance of
the “court™ at the front of the building, where
banking business transactions took place,
Havre Mational Bank relocated o the Citizens
Mational Bank location at 228 First Street, in

- -
< i

{ 3rd Avenue
The homestead boom and the
creation of Hill County sparked the
growth of businesses and industrics.
Many of Havre's big commercial
|| businesses like the Havre
— Commercial Company, the Loo

Lucke Company, the F.A. Butirey
= Company and the H. Earl Clack

o Company, were located on 3rd

M Avenuoe, These companies capliialized
| on the large number of people
arriving or passing through town.
New industries and businesses
continwed to develop and meet the
necds of the growing commumity.
These companies expanded while
cementing Havre's place as the
regional hub in north-central
Montana. :

Wolfer's Diner & Havre Montana Realty/

Chestaut Building

126 & 128 3rd Avenue

8 Frank Chestnut came to Havre in 1891,
In 1892, he married, started his family

of eight children, and bought three lots

of the west side of Third Avenue from

the alley south to Second Street. He constructed the Chestront

Block on the northwest comer of Third Avenpe and Second

Street in 1901, as a rental/lease building. Since it was built, it has

housed nine drug stores in 27 vears, There were also clothing
siores, meal markets, a jewelry siore, a grocery store, a peneral
household goods store, and Woolworths located here. It has been
used as a rental/lease property for over 100 years. North of the
Chestnut Block and attached to it is the Chestout Building.
When it was first built in 1903, it had only one level and was

1912, The bank was associated with leased to the Havre Commercial
commercial development in the Hi-Line region. Company for a men's clothing
i) ;’;: :;mnﬂnn”ﬂmm w'wmﬁﬂﬁmw
Pl Straet added in February of 1912, The
! B I In 1892, Joseph Gussenhoven a building was sold out of the Frank
.L;.___ W diversified early business man Chestrnut family in 1982.
' = purchased this lot, which was the
1 location of a Chincse laundry. - — | Fiynn Realty / Hill County State Bank
. Gussenhoven held interests in real 00 BES 5F g 201 3rd Avenue
estate, hardware, implements, lumber, bricks, laundry, coal ik o - The Hill County State Bank was
mining, cigars, wine and liquor. He also owned the Citizen's TN organized in 1924. The Bank took
Bank Building at one time, published and owned the Hill County ' s mrﬂ'apmﬁnnufiiwmﬂﬂw
Beacon, and was a pioneer gas developer. The current building Security State Bank
was constructed soon after the fire and noted as i and ligui
the Gussenhoven Building in the 1913-1916 " :
. A P :.__. = | certificates payable over the next few years. E.
 building in the 1950'. The ane side of the | carly directors. In 1946 Citizens Bank was
building has contimuously served as a o b thﬂmﬂﬂﬂmmdml
barbershop/salon for almost 60 years, as it is the liabilities of the Hill County State Bank,
now Mane Attraction and Kleen Kut. The and moved into the buildi
Western Commircial style architecture is what building.
Scolty’s lce Cream Shoppe / Davison / Flynn Block / Praude Block
gl_rl!ll;‘“lﬂlmh Block 205 - 215 3rd Avenue
The building was designed by Marion mﬁmﬁmmﬂmg
B. Riffo, a well known northwestern decades of the twentieth century. At

architect, and built for doctors Almas
and MeKenzie in 1913, The first floor
was |aid out for retzil and display purposes and was occupied by
Owl Drug Store. The 1920's and 1930% Polk directories note the
Orwl Drag was still at this location which was also home of the
first Havre Clinic with practicing doctors Almas, A A, Husser,
G.AL Jestrab and 5.1, Dairymple. Dr. Jestrab practiced medicine
at this location in the 1960%. The building also
served as a location for Western Finance
Company and Rosella Ross Insurance and
Local Finance., For a short time, Moatgomery
Ward was localed in the building in the 1940
and 1950's, The building is architecturally
significant because of its unusual structural
clements that are unique to Havre. The bay
window and several distinguishing elements

are siill intact,

Holden's Hot Wheels /
Brambile Building
422 1st Street

J.K. Bramble came to Havre from
Helena Montana in 1904 and founded
the weekly , The Hill County
Democrat, in 1912, The 1915 and 1916
Fenton Directories indicate 1.W. Angell and Bramble were
officers of the Bramble Adjustment Company offering real
bonds and investments. Bramble contitioed to maintain his
clientele as a lawyer in the Bramble Block. Eed Goose
Store Dry Goods occopied the space in 1929-1931. From 1936
to 1956 the location was home to Hines Motor Supply. The Hill
County Journal occupied 4221/2 in 1929 but the space became
the location for a house of prostitution in the 1960%, managed by
a Madame known as “Babe™. It was the last major house of
prostitution in Havre operating well into the I
late 1970's under the tutelage of 8 Madame
know as “Irene.” The upstairs apartments are
intact and still have the original carpet from the
19705, One room is decorated in red plush
with flocked wallpaper. The

carpet goldfred

building has historical significance for its
imteresting history as a house of prostitution
and for being home to an auto supply store for
over 19 years.

Mountain Bell Building

200 5th Avenue

The Mountain Bell Building is

arguably the most significant modemn

structure in the region. The Mountain

Bell logo is centered over the entry
canopy on both the east and north

elevations. This building and basement was constructed in 1959

to house the modernizing era of communications systems for

and
e Tocatad i the st The' |
operalor's switchboard lounge and {
locker room were on the second floor. “Fptagr o ¥ JAT ]
By 1960, the phone switchboard i T

system was replaced by the direct dial o g

this location at the comer of Second
Street and Third Avenue, Stringfellow
was the president and manager of the Havre Commercial
Company (HCC) Department Store, the largest store between SL
Paul, Minnesota and Spokane, Washington on the Great
Northemn Railway. In 1906, a severe storm called the “Havre
Cyclone™ nearly totally destroved the second floor of the HCC,
but repairs were completed and he soon was back in competition
with his biggest rival, F.A. Buttrey, located across the street.
Stringfellow retired from active management in the 1930s. In
1938, the HCC building was nearly destroyed by fire despite the
cfforts of the fire departments from both Chinook and Havre. In
1941, the building that is presently at this location was
constructed by James Sherry to replace the old HCC. Havre

Pizza Pro / Clack Building
126 4th Avenue
Emmm in 1913
E-I.tﬂﬂing wWas
140 feet
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I00F Building
230 4th Avenpe
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows
was chartered in Havre nn.ﬁﬂ
as

Helmbrecht Building,/
Brainerd & Grady Building
224 41h Avenue
This building was owned and
by the Presbyterian Church in 1901, It
: was built a5 an investment mﬂbyﬂm
ﬁm.ra.rdthinkinglll:llrﬂu'dnf i , H.

Earl Clack, Philip Brainerd, and Carrie 8. Wri Brainerd, a
Eintn , established Brainerd Studio in 1912 and purchased
So1d his posiion of e buliding 1o Myrte Fullmer in 1935, She.

portion to in
uwmiandalaucg:mtcda siudio at the 224 Fourth
Avenue address. In a 10,1926 article of the Havre News
Promoter, Fullmer announced she would continue the services of

mlmmmm.hm
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DaﬂyHem,FuﬂmmldwmﬂihaEnfﬂu and above
apartments to Helmbrecht. Verne's son, Steve
eventually took over and has operated the photography business
since the 1980, A neon art deco sign, the only one on Fourth
Amne,mhmuﬂhmelwﬂ;ﬂningmemafmuw
“PHOTO™ “Studio™. “Fullmer™ was —
replaced with Helmbrecht when the
business hands. The south half
of the building, at 228 Fourth Avenue,
was occupied by several businesses over
the vears. The Credit Burean has
been at this locale since 1998,

Grigg's Printing /
Northern Grocery Company
2 Sth Avenue

In 1916, the Morthern
o constructed ifs building at 2 Fi
o warehouse their wholesale grocery
busincss. T.C. ﬁlﬂnﬂ'g:npwlnr of
the Orpheum Theater, created the business in 1912, He beleved that
Havre was the logical wholesale distributing center for a radius of
added to goods that were shi by rail Havre to Great
Fallzs and reshi back to . In 1919, the company bought
out the Pioneer ing the Northern Grocery the
wholesale outlet. In 1920, a fire on the second floor
2150 damaged by frefghiers water. The fre bumed oat powes and
water. out
mﬁm ing that portion of the city to be shut several
., In 1936, a wmmnm:ndmpamitlmdin&

Avene

i
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Drug, the oldest company in the city, occupied the area at the trucks and their delivery services 1o be conducted under cover,
and Black's J ; -
Groey nd e B Ve, | e N FinchCompany. e
building is significant historically such e Del bonte, Libby, Nosh Coffee, s
because it was the only building within Pabst boer, otc. The c was based
the sorvey arca fhat was constrcted whalossle honees. Tt ceased operatian in
during World War 11. Havre around 1950,
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